
RESOLUTION ADOPTING CAMPUS WAYFINDING PLAN 
 
 

Wayfinding encompasses all of the ways in which people orient themselves in physical 
space and navigate from place to place.  To meet federal and state requirements for 
accessibility wayfinding infrastructure and emergency wayfinding infrastructure (building 
addresses), a Campus Wayfinding Master Plan has been developed by the planning 
firm MERJE under direction of the Office of University Planning.  The Commission on 
University Support, Academic Council and the Vice President for Administrative 
Services received an overview of the Wayfinding Master Plan. This resolution seeks 
approval to adopt the Campus Wayfinding Master Plan document, which will serve as a 
companion document to the Campus Master Plan.   
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RESOLUTION ADOPTING CAMPUS WAYFINDING PLAN 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Tech campus has an inherent sense of place with well-planned 
campus zones, defined pedestrian paths and beautiful and natural landmarks; and 
 
WHEREAS, Virginia Tech is committed to welcoming visitors and the Virginia Tech 
community to the campus and ensuring everyone can find their way to their destination 
while providing an inclusive and safe experience; and  
 
WHEREAS, wayfinding encompasses all of the ways in which people orient themselves 
in physical space and navigate from place to place; and  
 
WHEREAS, to meet federal and state requirements for accessibility wayfinding 
infrastructure and emergency wayfinding infrastructure (building addresses), a Campus 
Wayfinding Master Plan document dated June 2012 has been developed by the 
planning firm MERJE under direction of the Office of University Planning; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Campus Wayfinding Master Plan document will serve as a companion 
document to the Campus Master Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, a phased, sequential implementation plan will be developed to prioritize 
installation of the Wayfinding Master Plan features and components.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Visitors adopts the 
aforementioned wayfinding master plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the resolution adopting the Campus Wayfinding Master Plan document be 
approved. 
 
June 4, 2012 
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VIRGInIA TECH ExPERIEnCE

As we began this process it was 
important that we experience the 
campus through the eyes of a first 
time visitor. This image survey was 
taken as part of our initial visit during 
the interview process as well as during 
our first official visit for our stakeholder 
interviews.

Arriving from Roanoke was no 
problem, the signs along Rte 81 and 
460, provided the direction we needed 
to get to Blacksburg and Virginia Tech.

Arriving to campus our first impression 
was positive, Virginia Tech is a 
beautiful campus with the very best of 
traditional campus design, Gothic 
architecture and a real sense of place. 
You can almost imagine the stadium 
filled on an October afternoon and the 
Drillfield offers the iconic Virginia Tech 
experience. Traveling around the 
Drillfield helps you to immediately 
capture both the history and culture  
of the university. 

There is a real sense of place and 
community at Virginia Tech. The 
campus buildings and grounds are  
well maintained and enhance the 
visitor experience.

As we spent more time on campus we 
found it increasingly difficult to find our 
way around, understanding where to 
park, locating entrances to buildings 
and traveling through and around 
buildings was a challenge. 

Staff at the Visitors Center provided 
maps and parking materials, all with 
different fonts, terminology and 
graphics. The layouts presented the 
information in a confusing manner and 
the more we looked at the parking 
pass the more confused we became.

A variety of signage designs dotted  
the roadways and directed us around 
to various places, but there was little 
trust in the information, as the signs 
looked outdated, tattered and created 
a generally negative impression. It 
became obvious that the quality of 
signage and its role as a component  
to the visitor experience had not 
reached the level of care and focus  
of the architecture and landscape. 

Once out of our car there was little to 
no information as we walked around 
campus. The map received at the 
Visitors Center was the only helpful 
piece of communication offered. While 
we eventually found the Library, Dining 
Hall and Admissions, it was not always 
a easy process. 

What we need to consider is how a 
prospective student and their family 
may perceive the University, how a 
new student or employee may react  
or what the perception of a visiting 
lecturer may be. 

Highway Signage

Entering Blacksburg

Entering Virginia Tech Campus
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VIRGInIA TECH ExPERIEnCE

We like to frame this project in the 
context of the message and image  
the University is communicating. The 
recommendations offered are only a 
single piece of the overall visitor 
experience to Virginia Tech. 

There were many positives to our trip. 
We have described the solutions as  
a “1/4 click”  - meaning that the 
campus itself provides some of the 
most basic components of wayfinding 
in its core layout; building uses are 
clustered (creating zones), natural 
paths create intuitive decision points 
and memorable landmarks provide 
points of orientation. 

The campus is also already a “place”, 
it does not need to rely on the 
environmental graphic design  
program to create its identity.

The wayinding program shall 
contextually fit into the environment, 
reinforce the natural wayfinding tools 
of the campus organization and find 
opportunities to promote the Virginia 
Tech brand.

Virginia Tech’s Campus is beautiful... but there are distractions from that beauty.

Attachment H



Attachment H



Attachment H



7Gay & Neel, Inc.  |  MERJE Virginia Tech - Wayfinding Analysis

FINAL
DOCUMENT

TERMInOLOGIES

Communicating consistent 
nomenclature is a priority component 
of any wayfinding program.

Three primary principals need to be 
applied to this issue.

•  Nomenclature shall be consistent  
 across all materials (web, print  
 materials, electronic media)

•  Nomenclature shall be simple, clear  
 and easily understood by a first time  
 visitor.

•  Nomenclature should be culturally  
 recognizable. 

There are 4 opportunities where the 
terminology can set a strong 
foundation for the system.

Highway/ local roadway signs: The 
transition from State or Local roads to 
campus roads needs to be seamless.

campus zones: This terminology 
already exist either by physical 
identification or by cultural and  
landmark references. 

Parking lots: Currently this is very 
confusing, with a variety of reference 
terms and nomenclature. A consistent 
approach to lot identification is critical.

Building names and the integration  
of a proposed physical Street Address 
System will have a significant effect on 
this approach.

caMPus zOnes
Academics
Athletics
Residential

CLUSTERS:
Arts
Life Sciences
Oak Lane
Student Services
Support Services
VT Visitor/Admissions Center

Buildings
Agnew Hall
Air Conditioning Facility
Ambler Johnston Hall
Architecture Annex
Armory
Art and Design Learning Center
Barringer Hall
Basketball Practice Facility
Bioinformatics Phase I
Bioinformatics Phase II
Bishop-Favrao Hall
Black Box Theatre
Brodie Hall
Building 270F
Burchard Hall
Burke Johnston Student Center
Burrows/Burleson Tennis Center
Burruss Hall
Campbell Hall
Cassell Coliseum
Central Stores
Cheatham Hall
Cochrane Hall
College of Science Admin. Bldg.

Cowgill Hall
Cranwell International Center
Dairy Science Complex
Davidson Hall
Derring Hall
Dietrick Hall
Durham Hall
Eggleston Hall
Engel Hall
English Field
Femoyer Hall
Fleet Services
Food Science and Technology
Fralin Life Science Institute
Golf Course Clubhouse
Graduate Life Center at Donaldson Brown
Greenhouses
The Grove
Hahn Hall - North Wing
Hahn Hall - South Wing
Hahn Horticulture Gardens
Hancock Hall
Harper Hall
Harry T. Peters Large Animal Clinic
Health and Safety Building
Henderson Hall
Hillcrest Hall
Holden Hall
Holtzman Alumni Center
Hutcheson Hall
Institute for Critical Technology  
 & Applied Science
International Affairs
Jamerson Athletic Center
Johnson Hall
Lane Hall
Lane Stadium/Worsham Field
Latham Hall

Lee Hall
Life Sciences I
Litton-Reaves Hall
Major Williams Hall
McBryde Hall
McComas Hall
Media Annex
Media Building
Merryman Athletic Center
Miles Hall
Military Building
Monteith Hall
New Residence Hall (Career Services)
New Residence Hall (East)
Newman Hall
Newman Library
Norris Hall
Old Security Building
O’Shaughnessy Hall
Outreach & International Affairs
Owens Hall
Pamplin Hall
Parking Services
Patton Hall
Payne Hall
Peddrew-Yates Residence Hall
Performing Arts Building
Police Department
Power Plant
Price Hall
Pritchard Hall
Randolph Hall
Rasche Hall
Rector Field House
Richard B. Talbot Educational 
 Resources Center
Robeson Hall
Sandy Hall

Saunders Hall
Seitz Hall
Shanks Hall
Shultz Hall
Skelton Conference Center
Slusher Hall
Smith Career Center
Smyth Hall
Solitude
Southgate Center
Squires Student Center
Sterrett Facilities Complex
Student Services Building
Surge Space Building
Tennis Center
The Inn at Virginia Tech
Thomas Hall
Torgersen Hall
University Bookstore
University Club
Vawter Hall
Virginia-Maryland Regional 
 College of Veterinary Medicine
Visitor Information Center
Wallace Annex
Wallace Hall
War Memorial Chapel
War Memorial Hall
Whittemore Hall
William E. Lavery Health 
 Research Center
Williams Hall
Women’s Softball Field
Wright House
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CAMPuS APPROACH

cOOrdinatiOn WitH 
BlacKsBurg

The Town of Blacksburg has recently 
installed a new wayfinding program. 
This is a helpful tool in connecting the 
University to the Downtown. The 
design team recommends that the 
terminology on the Blacksburg 
system be updated to clearly 
delineate between the Blacksburg 
Visitor Center and the VT Welcome 
Center.

Once sign placement is determined for 
a new campus wayfinding program, 
this will have to coordinated with the 
existing Town of Blacksburg signs to 
ensure a seamless transition between 
the two systems.

Locations will have to be reviewed to 
best determine the appropriate type of 
sign (VT signs or Blacksburg).

PuBlic transit (arriVal)

Visitors by bus require a different set of 
wayfinding tools. Starting their journey 
as a pedestrian at specific points of 
entry, their experience onto the 
campus is more thoughtful.  
It is important to provide them 
opportunities to “get their bearings”  

Providing Kiosks and maps near these 
key arrival points will help orient the 
visitor to their location and also to 
where they need to go. Pedestrian 
signs will lead their way, while the 
natural landmarks of the campus will 
help provide cues for their journey 
back, as well as the familiarity with 
different parts of the campus as they 
travel around.

Bus stops and shelters are 
opportunities to utilize the existing 
infrastructure around campus as 
information hubs.

Attachment H



Attachment H



Attachment H



12Gay & Neel, Inc.  |  MERJE Virginia Tech - Wayfinding Analysis

FINAL
DOCUMENT

CAMPuS ZOnES

OBserVatiOns

Virginia Tech is a well structured 
campus that has natural wayfinding 
tools built into its core planning. The 
campus architects over the years (and 
in the Master Plan) have organized the 
campus into clusters of common 
activities and uses. The campus 
presents zones from a physical,  
visual and cultural perspective.

This is a basic element of any 
wayfinding program. The use of zones, 
districts or clusters allows information 
to be presented in a simple hierarchal 
fashion that can be easily understood 
by a visitor.

The current zones (and some times 
physical landmarks, like the Drillfield or 
Alumni Mall) should be considered at 
the highest level of the wayfinding 
information hierarchy. The use of zones 
and their terminology shall become 
prevalent on all forms of university 
communication, including signs, web 
info, printed material, orientation maps 
and verbal/written instructions.

The benefit Virginia Tech has compared 
to other campuses, is that the zones 
are already part of the lexicon and 
culture of the university community, 
and the termonology is already easily 
referenced by students, faculty and 
staff. 

The introduction of zones is not a  
new concept for Virginia Tech, we are 
simply using the wayfinding program to 
further enhance and strongly reconfirm 
this natural structure of the campus.

recOMMendatiOns

Virginia Tech can be divided into 3 
main zones:

• AcAdemics
• ResidentiAl
• Athletics

These 3 main zones will be refered  
to on signage. The campus can be 
further divided into 6 secondary  
zones, or clusters:

• ARts
• stUdent seRvices
• sUppoRt seRvices
• life sciences
• oAk lAne
• vt visitoRs Admissions ctR
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PRIMARY ENTRANCES
CHART OF  CONDITIONS

# Building name       on Visitor's Map street address*  at Primary entrance (see key)  notes
exisiting Building #

existing id Key

gM: Ground mounted   BM: Building mounted   c: Carved in building   P: Plaque on building   W: Window designation   O: Other

* information tBd

Proposed existing identification

BuILDInG SIGnAGE

1 Agnew Hall 109 
2 Air Conditioning Facility 204 
3 Ambler Johnston Hall 032 
4 Architecture Annex 368 
5. Armory 269 
6 Art and Design Learning Center 196 
7 Barringer Hall  026 
8 Basketball Practice Facility  197 
9 Bioinformatics Phase I  119 
10 Bioinformatics Phase II 120 
11 Bishop-Favrao Hall  173 
12 Black Box Theatre  169 
13 Brodie Hall  005 
14 Building 270F  270F 
15 Burchard Hall  171 
16 Burke Johnston Student Center  193 
17 Burrows/Burleson Tennis Center  183 
18 Burruss Hall  176 
19 Campbell Hall  036 
20 Cassell Coliseum  187 
21 Central Stores  241 
22 Cheatham Hall  112 
23 Cochrane Hall  038 
24 College of Science Admin. Bldg.  270G 
25 Cowgill Hall  172 
26 Cranwell International Center  272 
27 Dairy Science Complex  475 
28 Davidson Hall 156 
29 Derring Hall  155 
30 Dietrick Hall  189 
31 Durham Hall  126 
32 Eggleston Hall  022 
33 Engel Hall  110 
34 English Field  185D 
35 Femoyer Hall 013 
36 Fleet Services 240 
37 Food Science and Technology  123 
38 Fralin Life Science Institute  111 
39 Golf Course Clubhouse 295 
40 Graduate Life Center at Donaldson Brown  251 
41 Greenhouses  124 

GM, P

GM
GM

GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM, C
W
GM

W
GM, W
GM
GM
GM
GM

GM, P
GM
GM
GM
O

GM, P, C
GM, P
GM
GM
GM
GM, P, O
GM
GM
BM, O
GM
GM

GM
GM, O

Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk
One for both East & West

Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk

Sign says "Hahn Hurst Basketball Practice Center"
Could not find designation of "Phase I"
Could not find designation of "Phase II"

Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk

Sign says "Johnston Student Center"

One for both Main & East
Window 
Could not Locate Building

Sign on Road Pointing toward Building
Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk

Paper sign on one door

Other Directional Signs in Front

Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk
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# Building name       on Visitor's Map street address*  at Primary entrance   notes
exisiting Building # Proposed

42 The Grove. 274 
43 Hahn Hall - North Wing  158 
44 Hahn Hall - South Wing  157 
45 Hahn Horticulture Gardens  124A 
46 Hancock Hall  133C 
47 Harper Hall  042 
48 Harry T. Peters Large Animal Clinic  149C 
49 Health and Safety Building  459 
50 Henderson Hall  179 
51 Hillcrest Hall  054 
52 Holden Hall. 130 
53 Holtzman Alumni Center  250C 
54 Hutcheson Hall  103 
55 Institute for Critical Technology 
 & Applied Science  129 
56 International Affairs  257 
57 Jamerson Athletic Center  187B 
58 Johnson Hall  028 
59 Lane Hall  001 
60 Lane Stadium/Worsham Field  185 
61 Latham Hall 113 
62 Lee Hall  030 
63 Life Sciences I  121 
64 Litton-Reaves Hall  118 
65 Major Williams Hall 007 
66 McBryde Hall  151 
67 McComas Hall 191 
68 Media Annex  369 
69 Media Building  370 
70 Merryman Athletic Center  187A 
71 Miles Hall  027 
72 Military Building  203 
73 Monteith Hall  008 
74 New Residence Hall (Career Services)  055 
75 New Residence Hall (East)  040 
76 Newman Hall  024 
77 Newman Library  177 
78 Norris Hall  132 
79 Old Security Building  201 
80 O’Shaughnessy Hall  029 
81 Outreach & International Affairs  2380 
82 Owens Hall 195 
83 Pamplin Hall 153 
84 Parking Services  455 
85 Patton Hall  127 
86 Payne Hall  039 
87 Peddrew-Yates Residence Hall  041 
88 Performing Arts Building  175 

existing identification

existing id Key

gM: Ground mounted   BM: Building mounted   c: Carved in building   P: Plaque on building   W: Window designation   O: Other

GM

GM
O
GM
GM
GM
GM, W
GM
GM, P
BM, O
GM, P

GM, W
GM, BM, C, W

GM, P
GM, O
O
GM, O
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
BM
GM
GM
BM
GM
W
GM
GM
GM, P
GM, P
GM
GM
GM, BM, W
GM, W
GM, P
GM, BM
GM, BM, C
GM
GM
GM

Individual Sign for South Wing not Found

Historical Plaque on Building

Combination Sign w/ Buildings # 149, 149A, 149B

Other Directional Signs in Front
Large Stone Sign
Sign on Road Pointing toward Building

* information tBd
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# Building name       on Visitor's Map street address *  at Primary entrance   notes
exisiting Building # Proposed

89 Police Department 242 
90 Power Plant  202 
91 Price Hall  102 
92 Pritchard Hall  031 
93 Randolph Hall  133 
94 Rasche Hall 004 
95 Rector Field House  186 
96 Richard B. Talbot Educational 
 Resources Center  149B 
97 Robeson Hall  154 
98 Sandy Hall  101 
99 Saunders Hall  106 
100 Seitz Hall 108 
101 Shanks Hall  006 
102 Shultz Hall  188 
103 Skelton Conference Center  250B 
104 Slusher Hall  035 
105 Smith Career Center  194 
106 Smyth Hall  105 
107 Solitude  275 
108 Southgate Center  190 
109 Squires Student Center  180 
110 Sterrett Facilities Complex  242 
111 Student Services Building  192 
112 Surge Space Building  170 
113 Tennis Center  183 
114 The Inn at Virginia Tech  250A 
115 Thomas Hall  012 
116 Torgersen Hall  174 
117 University Bookstore  178 
118 University Club  252 
119 Vawter Hall  025 
120 Virginia-Maryland Regional College
 of Veterinary Medicine  149 
121 Visitor Information Center  313 
122 Wallace Annex  301 
123 Wallace Hall  115 
124 War Memorial Chapel  181 
125 War Memorial Hall  182 
126 Whittemore Hall  134 
127 William E. Lavery Health Research Center  149A 
128 Williams Hall  152 
129 Women’s Softball Field  185H 
130 Wright House  276 

BM, O

GM
GM, P
GM, P
GM

O
GM, P
GM, P
GM, P
GM, P
GM

GM
GM
GM, W
GM, P
O
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM

GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM

GM, O
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
GM
O
GM, P

GM

existing identification

existing id Key

gM: Ground mounted   BM: Building mounted   c: Carved in building   P: Plaque on building   W: Window designation   O: Other

Other Directional Signs in Front

Combination Sign w/ Buildings # 149, 149A, 149B 

Historical Plaque on West Campus Drive 

Sign says "Building 170" 

Combination Sign w/ Buildings # 149, 149A, 149B 

Combination Sign w/ Buildings # 149, 149A, 149B 

Building Located, but no Identifying Sign on Street/Sidewalk

* information tBd
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MISCELLAnEOuS ELEMEnTS

interPretiVe signs

As a visitor moves through the Virginia 
Tech campus, opportunities to uncover 
additional layers of information about 
the campus can be presented. 

Interpretive signs can tell the story of 
the campus, whether it’s a description 
of a historic building or an explanation 
of current research project, these 
elements build on the Virginia Tech 
brand, educate visitors and celebrate 
your history.

Interpretive signs are pedestrian 
oriented and can be located around 
campus, both interior and exterior. A 
standard template can be developed 
and a variety of topics can be 
highlighted, including;

- Historic Buildings
- Renowned Alumni or Faculty 
- VA Tech Achievements
- Current Research projects
- Sustainable practices (LEED Cert.)
- Interesting Campus Facts 

The new Visitor Center is planning to 
have exhibit about the VirginiaTech 
experience and will certainly promote 
the campus from an Admissions 
standpoint. 

dOnOr

The campus has a variety of donor 
recognition plaques, some serve as 
the building identity others identify  
a simple gifts or recognition in honor 
of alumni, their family members  
or a dedicated faculty member.  
These types of plaques promote the 
traditions and heritage of Virginia Tech. 

Building identification / carved in stone 
help identify building entrances, but  
do not always offer the contrast and 
visibility necessary from a distance or 
an automobile. These signs should be 
supported by a ground mounted 
identification sign.

Miscellaneous donor plaques can 
provide identification at building 
entrances and also provide a simple 
visual landmark for communicating 
directions.

recOMMendatiOns

interpretive Master Plan: Utilizing  
a variety of stories, signage 
configurations and environmental 
graphic tools establish an overall plan 
for the campus. This would include an 
outline of topics and locations for 
potential interpretive elements. The 
master plan can also set guidelines  
for design, character count, image 
requirements, material specifications, 
construction details and installation 
methods.

interpretive tour: Similar to the 
current orientation walking tour and 
iPod tour, a interpretive tour may be of 
interest to general visitors to the 
campus or it can be used within the 
curriculum of some classes.

Existing Donor Plaques

Interpretive Examples
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RELATED ISSuES

•	 Security

•	 emergency	reSponSe

•	 poStal/mailing	SyStemS

•	 off	campuS	BuildingS		
 (DIRECTION AND IDENTITY)

•	 ViSual	clutter

•		 ligHting

"Blue Light" Emergency Phone Visual Clutter
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OBserVatiOns

Landmarks are used everyday to 
provide direction; it can be as simple 
as “ make a left at the water fountain” 
or as common as “meet me at the 
entrance to Burruss Hall”.

In addition to providing directions, 
landmarks are also helpful for 
establishing a person’s orientation, 
especially in an exterior environment, 
where architectural features, 
landscaping and physical elements 
help to position us in unfamiliar 
territory.

The Virginia Tech campus offers many 
landmark features, including: iconic 
elements like the the War Memorial 
Chapel, special landscaped areas, 
natural features (Duck Pond) and 
simple gathering spaces outside  
of buildings.

The similarity of building materials 
does offer a uniformity that can 
disorient a first time visitor. Therefore 
the presence of unique landmark 
elements play a greater role in 
assisting a visitors orientation. This 
master plan identifies potential 
additional landmarks that can be 
utilized to enhance Virginia Tech as  
a place, and reinforce the University 
brand, while providing a helpful 
wayfinding tool.

PuBlic art

There was talk among the stakeholder 
groups regarding public art around  
the campus. There seems to be an 
obstacle to establishing a strong 
programs, due to State funding 
restrictions. It was also mentioned  
that there was a previous landscape 
plan that identified potential locations 
for art features. 

The University should continue to 
pursue this idea, the establishment of 
a public art program around campus 
can provide opportunities for excellent 
landmarks and direction. 

Public art will also enrich the culture  
of the campus and build upon its 
sense of place.

Banners

Establishing a banner program  
along Southgate, West Campus and 
Washington Street will help to create  
a celebratory visual element. 

Additional banners along Prices Fork 
Rd and Main Street can establish  
the boundaries of the campus. Each  
of these opportunities can reinforce 
the brand and provide that sense  
of arrival. 

The design of the banners shall be 
bold and simple, with strong imagery 
and graphics.

LANDMARKS

WAyfInDInG TOOLS
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OBserVatiOns 

The entry kiosks provide an 
opportunity to welcome visitors.  
They act as a secondary or  
self-serve “Visitors Center”

Currently the kiosks are uninviting, 
outdated and under utilized.

We have developed a series of design 
concepts for different levels of 
refurbishment (simple to complex).

Our goals for the kiosks include;

•	 engaging	for	people	who	drive	 
 by and people who park 

•	 incorporate	technology

•	 contain	a	variety	of		
 campus information

•		 provide	a	friendly	and	inviting		
 welcome to the campus
 

ENTRY KIOSKS

WAyfInDInG TOOLS

Directory Kiosk at University of North Carolina

West Campus Entry Kiosk Southgate Entry Kiosk concept

Alumni Entry Kiosk

Southgate Entry Kiosk
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DESIGn GuIDELInESPRIMARY LOGO

SECONDARY LOGO - Usage needs to be 
discussed, currently this logo is used on some 
gateway signage.

SHIELD

Virginia Tech is a high-performing 
research university with a world-view 
that advances the land-grant values  
of discovery, learning, and outreach. 
We serve and engage the citizens of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the 
nation, and the world. We attract 
motivated high-achieving students, 
staff, and faculty who excel in an 
academically energized,technologically 
creative, and culturally inclusive 
learning community. Our bold spirit, 
climate of innovation and service, open 
boundaries of study and research, and 
entrepreneurial approach positively 
transform lives and communities.

Brand driVers

• Nationally and internationally 
   recognized faculty experts

• Groundbreaking research  
   and eminent scholarship

• Challenging academic standards

• Technological leadership

• Service to community and society

identity standards

About Our Name
Our official name is Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, but using the full name is 
cumbersome. Thus, using “Virginia 
Tech” is preferable in all but formal 
uses.

Virginia Tech is used in news releases, 
feature articles, and publications and 
on the Web. When using the full name 
of the university, never use an 
ampersand instead of “and.” Never 
use VPI&SU, VPI and SU, VA Tech, or 
Virginia Tech University.

“Tech” is acceptable after a first 
reference to “Virginia Tech,” but it 
should not be used repeatedly or 
solely.

“VT” and “Va. Tech” are acceptable 
only in limited, informal situations, 
such as a news headline where space 
is tight. Do not use “VT” or “Va. Tech” 
in body copy, in titles of publications, 
on signs, or in any formal publication.
Questions concerning usage of the 
university name and/or nickname 
should be directed to styleguide@
vt.edu or 540/231-9468.

Marks On Licensed Products
The contents of this website are 
protected by copyright. All restrictions 
apply. Design or color alterations to 
the specifications outlined in this 
website are prohibited without the 
consent of the Office of University 
Relations. Virginia Tech reserves the 
right to reject delivery of materials 
containing unauthorized or incorrect 
usage based on the guidelines in this 
website or in the licensing guidelines.

Registered trademarks of the university 
include the following:

Virginia Tech®
Hokies®
Virginia Tech Hokies®
HokieBird®
The university seal
VT®
The university logo
Invent the Future®
The university shield
Hokie Tracks™
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University®

With one exception, the registered 
trademark symbol ® must be used 
with all university marks (note that the 
® must be used with the graphic 
representation of the university seal, 
shield, and logo). The ™ symbol 
should be used with Hokie Tracks™.

Athletic trademarks are applicable  
only in athletic and informal usage  
and must not be used for academic 
applications, academic products, 
or university  . Using the university seal 
in nonuniversity publications is 
prohibited without prior approval from 
University Relations.
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FINAL
DOCUMENT

DESIGn GuIDELInES

cOlOr

The official Virginia Tech colors are
PMS 208 (Chicago maroon) and PMS
158 (burnt orange). The use of color
creates a strong visual impact that
reinforces the university brand identity.

The traditional university maroon
and orange will remain a dominant
design element, but these colors are
now enhanced by a fresh palette of
complementary and accent colors.
This expanded color palette may
be used to define a hierarchy of
information or may be screened back
and used for major headlines and
background color blocks.
(see chart at left.)

tyPe

The logo without tagline consists of 
two parts: the shield symbol and the 
logotype in an updated horizontal 
configuration.

The name “Virginia Tech” appears in a
customized Raleigh typeface, and the 
tagline in Franklin Gothic ITC italic or 
Arial regular italic.

For signage, we are using Clearview
Highway typeface for its easy to read, 
characters and friendly, welcoming 
style.

Materials

Virginia Tech exhibits its character and 
pride every day via its buildings, most 
of which are made of Hokie Stone. 
Hokie Stone is actually a native 
limestone common in Southwest 
Virginia and parts of Tennessee and 
Alabama. No two stones are the same 
color, varying from grays, browns, and 
blacks to pinks, oranges, and 
maroons. Since the mid-1950s, Virginia 
Tech has operated its own quarry, and 
a resolution passed by the board of 
visitors during the 1990s decrees that 
the popular limestone must now 
appear on every building.

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 1234567890

AbCdEfGHIjklmNopqRsTuVwXyZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 1234567890

CUSTOMIzED RALEIGH TYPEFACE

ARIAL REGULAR ITALIC TYPEFACE

CLEARVIEW HIGHWAY TYPEFACE

Hokie Stone

MATERIALS
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